
     It took Mrs. Gillam awhile in college to decide what 
she wanted to do but then she finally realized how much 
she loved working with children. When she started taking 
college classes for education it just “clicked!” Mrs. Gillam 
has been in education for 13 years, but she also stayed 
home with her own children for 11 years. Mrs. Gillam 
worked in Lorain for three years. She taught 5th grade, 1st 
grade and 8th grade Social Studies. She was born in 
Lorain and lived in Amherst since she was 6 years old. 
Mrs. Gillam loves reading. 

When she had more free time, she used to scrapbook 
and make handmade cards for family and friends.  Her 
oldest son, Tay, will be 21 in April. He played golf and ran 
track for Amherst High School . Mrs. Gillam’s daughter, 
Marisa, is 17 and a junior at Steele. She plays golf, 
basketball and runs track. Her youngest is Trevor. He’s in 
6th grade, likes to run track and is a computer whiz. 
Welcome to AJH Mrs. Gillam!  It is great having you here!
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  The students on our Amherst Science Olympiad team have been 
studying and completing a broad variety of projects. They are working on 
a lot of things from bottle rockets, to studying the human nervous 
system. They meet after school every Tuesday until 4:30 p.m. Even though 
they have just begun, they are already working very hard to solve 
problems on their specific, individual projects.

Food science, ecology, and building towers are just the tip of the 
iceberg for these young scientists. One group of students is analyzing and 
identifying different hair samples. Another is building small structures 
based on written instructions. Overall, our Science Olympiad team is doing 
amazing and will become an amazing group of scientists.

The students are studying these things to compete with other school 
teams. The competitions take place towards the end of the school year. 
There may be one or multiple competitions, depending on how well they do 
in them.

by Isabel Bennet



This year the AJH band has been able to 
accomplish many new songs, playing new 
instruments, and many other things. The seventh 
graders have been transitioning from once or twice a 
week to every day of band practice. The seventh 
grade band has been practicing to perfect many 
different songs such as, “Crater Lake Overture”, 
“Firework” by Katy Perry, and “Crunch Time.” The 
eighth graders have also been working on many 
amazing songs too such as “Crunch Time,” 
“Hercules & the Hydra" and the “National Anthem.” 

This year in December both the seventh and 
eighth grade bands are participating in the Barnes 
and Noble PTO fundraiser. Both bands have groups 
of kids that are going to play Christmas songs. 
Portions of the purchases made that day will go to 
the PTO. 

In addition, some of the band is going to 
compete in a solo and ensemble contest. This 
competition is where groups of students prepare 
pieces of music, play them for a judge and get a 
rating. Both bands are getting ready for OMEA 
adjudicated event which is a large group competition.

Mrs. Perry has been trying hard to help both the 
seventh and eighth grade bands while helping the 
fifth and sixth grade bands at Nord Middle School. 
She has been working on improving our sound and 
helping us to play our best.  She has tried to expand 
our knowledge of notes, the history of some of our 
scales, and our love for band. 

Both the bands are working very hard in 
preparing for their first concert.  Keep up the great 
work.  

During these past 
couple of months we have 
had lots of fun AJH. All 
of us are very appreciative 
of all the time and work 
our teachers have put into 
teaching us. Some of us 
kids don’t like it when our 
teachers give us so much 
homework or 
assignments, but what we 
are thankful for is all of 
teachers who push us 
academically. Our 
teachers have inspired us 
to work hard for a 
brighter future. 

One teacher that has 
inspired me is Mrs.Durdak 
(my math teacher).  Mrs 
Durdak has helped me 
work through my hard 
times in class and I want 
to thank her for being my 
teacher this year. Our 
teachers have put so 
much hard work into 
teaching us at Amherst 
Junior High. Thank you 
for being there for us 
teachers! 

How about during 
these next few weeks we 
tell our teachers that we 
appreciate them and all 
they have done for us at 
AJHS?

Teacher 
Inspiration

by Taelor Yoder

Band By Ashley Capitano



These days, students seem to have a better sense of fashion.In speaking with a few 
students, here’s what I found out:  

Ashley Capitano’s fashion choice includes black pants, a graphic t-shirt, a pair of 
sneakers, and her hair up in a ponytail. 

Brianna Sadler and her fashion choices include a t-shirt, pair of leggings, and a pair 
of sneakers. 

Mason Supple’s fashion choice includes anything &  EVERYTHING. 
Steven Kukucka prefers a pair of jeans, a hoodie, and a pair of sneakers.                                                                                                                                                                                       
As for me…my style of choice is a pair of leggings, a colorful headband to match, a t-

shirt, and a pair of sneakers. 
What’s popular at AJH?  Many students these days like to wear a pair of adidas 

joggers, leggings, a pair of boots, or sneakers, and a t-shirt.  Keep Stylin’ AJH!

Current Fashion Trends
By Amani Taylor



Why do large chain stores have to put 
Christmas stuff out so early? I asked employees and 
shoppers of Target why Christmas stuff is out so 
early. Multiple employees said it was to keep up 
with the competition. Another employee mentioned 
that people like to do their holiday shopping before 
the holiday season. 

Christmas deals in September? Do large chain 
stores rack up the price around Christmas? They 
often have a closeout sale. A closeout sale is when 
they give you a good deal on an item before it goes 
off the shelves. After the sale, the item goes back to 
the original price  and is kept on the shelves. 

Why do stores even decorate when there is 
online buying? On Black Friday there are many deals 
online, like at Amazon, Ebay, Kohl’s, Target, Walmart, 
etc. There is also Cyber Monday which is a day just 
for online sales.  All of the major sales revolve 
around Christmas. Even after the holiday, there are 
still sales. Christmas sales in January? Next thing 
we know we’re going to have Christmas in July! Oh 
wait, I think we do that already!

After surveying a handful of students on their 
thanksgiving traditions the results showed. 

30% of the surveyed students go to their 
grandmother’s home for thanksgiving.
23% Of the students help stuff the turkey.
15% said they pulled a wishbone with a family 
member.
10% Said they either played or watched football 
with their family. 
15% Said they cook a special meal with their 
family. 
The other 7% said their traditions did not fall into 
any of these categories.

So why exactly is going to the grandparent’s house so 
high? Well, maybe your grandparent’s home is larger than your 
parent’s home and is able to fit all your aunts and uncles, or 
maybe your parents simply don't have time to cook thanksgiving 
dinner. Maybe it's always been this way for your parents as a kid 
and they never wanted to change this tradition.

Another interesting tradition topic was making a special 
meal. While researching, the writer asked the students why they 
cooked a special meal. Some said because they simply liked that 
dish. Others said it was because they enjoyed cooking with their 
family despite not being fans of the dish, and a few said they 
made a dish because they had no choice and had to do something. 
Either way, this dish somehow holds some value in your family's 
heart and history. 

Are there any traditions your family has? Is there 
anything new you'd like to try? Maybe try cooking something new 
you saw online or try a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. Maybe 
you'll just stick to the same old thing? Either way, just remember 
to have a Happy Thanksgiving.

Christmas in 
November?

Thanksgiving 
Traditions?

By Adrienne Clark By Aurora Cupach



Hey there reader! Are 
you ever in need of 
some advice? That’s 
why I’m here! My name 
is Advice Anne. I’ll 
accept any question 
that needs to be 
answered. Just send it 
on over to Mrs. 
DiFranco in Room 135 
and I’ll get to it as soon 
as I can. Of course you 
must be wondering…
Anne, will my privacy 
be kept? Well, I have 
an answer! You have 
the choice to go by 
your name or 
anonymous. How is this 
going to work?  No 
worries, keep reading 
and I’ll show you.

A: Well hey there reader! Glad that you asked. I 
would recommend taking about an hour every night 
to sit down with your study guide or notes and 
read over them. Take a few minutes to read 
everything over once and then ask your parents 
or someone at home if they can help you study. If 
no one is home at the time then I would take a 
piece of paper and write down a few questions. 
Then, answer them to the best of your ability. No 
cheating! You can’t use your study guide or notes 
for this. It wouldn’t be helpful if you did, now 
would it?
----
See? Piece of cake! Now, I’m looking forward to 
getting all of your questions soon, so please 
send some. Advice Anne is out of here! Have a nice 
November!

How this 
works? 

Q: Hey Anne, I’ve got a problem. I have 
a huge test to study for! How do I make 
sure I ace it? From, Anonymous

That’s why I’m here! My name is

Hey there reader! 
Are you ever in need of some advice?

By:  Your Mystery 
Advice Columnist



Student Council is doing many fun 
events during the month of 
November and into December.  

On November 4th, all the 
student council members put in their 
time and effort to set up and 
organize a dance for the Junior High 
students.

On November 9th, 25 of the 
student council members took a trip 
to the Second Harvest Food Bank 
where they packaged food for 
families in need. 
 On November 15th, 30 student 
council members joined Mrs. 
Williams for a Ropes Course at LCCC. 
The Ropes Course takes place in the 
field house of LCCC where Student 
Council members will improve their 
team building skills through various 
activities and obstacles. 

The the following day, you may 
see many student council members 
raking the leaves off of Milan 
Avenue to help out some of our 
citizens.

A message from Mrs. 
Williams,”I love organizing 
activities for my students. It’s 
beneficial and it teaches kids to give 
back to others.” 

Mrs. Williams is also very 
excited for the upcoming events that 
she has scheduled. “I’m very excited 
for the upcoming events. I can’t wait 
for the student council members to 
experience the feeling of helping 
other people.”

In December, Mrs. Williams is 
planning on doing some caroling 
also. 

The AJH Student Council is a fun 
organization that has a variety of 
events to participate in.

By Brianna Sadler



In the Amherst schools, technology is used in just 
about every class that is offered to the students. Some 
of the technology used in our schools includes 
computers, tablets and even phones.  Although used 
often, some students are not very fond of using 
computers and phones in schools. I surveyed 15 people 
at the Junior High, including teachers, 7th & 8th graders 
the same question. 
“Do you like using technology in school?” 

When I first started asking this question, I truly 
believed that every person would have a positive 
response.  Out of the fifteen people polled, fourteen 
people said they liked using technology in school 
leaving only one person who did not. 

I sat down to discuss the topic with this student.  
She expressed her extreme dislike and even said she 
“Hates it with a fiery rage.” This was due to her own 
experience with cyberbullying. 

The others who responded positively to 
technology use firmly believed that when used the right 
way, technology could be a very  useful tool in 
education. 

  
*Boston’s Latin School is the U.S 
oldest public school. It opened on 
April 23, 1635.

*5 people who signed the Declaration 
of Independence attended Boston’s 
Latin School: Benjamin Franklin, 
John Hancock, Robert Treat Paine, 
Samuel Adams and William Hopper.

*In the U.S approximately 480,000 
school buses bring children back and 
forth to school each day.

*School buses are yellow because 
yellow attracts more attention than 
any other color.

*By the time you turn 10 years old it 
is believed that you have worn down 
730 crayons!

*On average a single pencil can be 
sharpened 17 times and write 45,000 
words!

*Pencils can write in space with zero 
gravity, underwater and upside down. 
Isn’t that crazy!!

*It is believed that a single pencil 
can draw a line 35 miles long.

*Pencils have the ability to write with 
a mixture made out of clay and 
graphite.
The eraser was added to the pencil in 
1858.

*Before erasers it was common for 
people to erase pencil using crumbs 
from white bread.

*Teachers originally did not want 
pencils to have erasers because it 
was believed it would encourage 
children to make mistakes.

*In the 1300’s a pencil was originally 
a fine paintbrush made of fine animal 
hair.
    
*The tradition of giving apples to 
teachers originates from 16th 
century Denmark. Parents would pay 
the teachers with food because 
teachers didn’t’ earn much money.

Technology? School
Fun Facts

By Amanda Pastron

By Addisyn Spakes



Many people celebrate Veterans’ day. But do 
you know where it came from or why we have it? 
Well I got the answers for you!
For Veterans day most of us just like that we get off 
school, but it is so much more than that. Veterans 
day is celebrated for the courageous men and women 
that served in our military. They served in the Army, 
Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, or Coast Guard.  
This holiday was started on November 11, 1918 when 
World War 1 ended and that day was called “the war 
to end all wars.” 

Many people have been in the military such as 
my great grandfather who served in the army in 
World War 2.  Also, my stepmom, Kimberly Spakes, 
who served in the Air Force  during the first Desert 
Storm. 
 My great grandpa J.C has passed due to age, 
and my stepmother now works as a senior 
investigator for veterans in Texas. 
You may have someone in your family that was in the 
Army or Navy? Have you listened to their stories 
about serving? This year, make it a priority to go to a 
memorial or talk to your family about their service. 

By Addisyn Spakes

AJH Students perform during our 
Veteran’s day assembly



Mrs. 
Balukas’ 

Art 
Classes 
show off 

their 
projects.

Anamorphic 
Perspective
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