
 
 

Summer Reading Requirement 
8th Grade Language Arts 

Student’s name: ________________________________________________ 

Parent signature________________________________________________ 

I understand that reading and annotating the book Life As We Knew It by Susan Pfeffer is a required 
summer reading assignment for incoming 8th graders. 

     Incoming 8th graders will 
have a summer reading 
assignment this year.  The 
goal is to encourage 
reading for pleasure and to 
help students transition 
from summer to a new 
school year.  Summer 
reading is one method to 
help build literacy skills by 
increasing reading fluency 
and comprehension.  All 
language arts classrooms 
will begin their instruction in 
August by planning lessons 
that are structured around 
this book.   

     Life As We Knew It, by 
Susan Pfeffer, was chosen 
as the summer reading assignment because it 
is a high-interest novel in which students 
become engulfed.  It is also the first book in a 
series of four.  Therefore, students can continue 
reading the series if they choose to. 

     It is the student’s responsibility to get a 
print copy of this book over the summer and 
read it.  This can be done by purchasing one at 

a bookstore such as Barnes 
& Noble.  You can also 
purchase online on eBay or 
Amazon by simply typing in 
the ISBN number.  (Online is 
usually cheaper.)  We also 
have several copies 
available in the AJH office on 
a first come, first served 
basis.  The cost is $6.  You 
will need to bring the book 
to class at the beginning of 
the school year in August.  
Reading this novel is 
essential to beginning the 
school year successfully.   

     You are required to 
annotate Life As We Knew It 
as you read.  This should 

include noting plot elements and figurative 
language, making personal connections, and 
asking questions.   You are to write in your book 
as well as highlight important concepts.   

     We look forward to starting off the year by 
discussing a great book.  Have a wonderful 
summer! 

 
 (Cut and Return to Teacher) 

ISBN:  978-0-15-206154-8 


