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Amherst Junior High Grading System 
Amherst Junior High uses a standardized grading scale in all classes. This is the same 

grading scale used at Marion L. Steele High School. 

98-100  = A+         87-89 = B+  77-79 = C+  67-69 = D+           Below 60 = F 
93-97   = A         83-86 = B 73-76=  C  63-66 = D          I = Incomplete 
90-92   = A-         80-82 = B- 70-72.= C-  60-62 = D-         

PowerSchool 
Parents and students can access grades for classes by visiting the school website and 

clicking the PowerSchool Parent/Student Access link.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
The graded system to calculating Grade Point Average, GPA is as follows:

Letter Mark  Advanced Geometry and 
Gifted Honor Language Arts

Comprehensive,Advanced and 
Electives Courses

A 4.5 4.0

 A- 4.166 3.666

 B+ 3.833 3.333

B 3.5 3.0

 B- 3.166 2.666

 C+ 2.833 2.333

C 2.5 2.0

 C- 2.166 1.666

 D+ 1.83 1.333

D 1.5 1.0

 D- 1.166 0.666

F 0 0
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Academic Eligibility 

Grades 7-8: To be eligible, a student-athlete must be currently enrolled at Amherst Junior 
High and have received passing grades in five of the subjects in which enrolled the pre-
ceding grading period for the start of that sport’s season. Note: Fourth quarter grades 

count for Fall eligibility.  

Failure Letters 
Students who fail two quarters of one course are in danger of failing for the year.  A       
student will fail a course for the year if they fail three out of the four quarters within 
one school year. Following the failure of two quarters of one course, the school counselor 
will arrange a meeting with the student to develop a plan for future success. Parents will 
be informed via letter. 

Schedule Changes and Course Fees 
Students wishing to change their schedules need to see their school counselor. All    
schedule changes for the year need to be completed by the first week of school. Please 
review your child’s full year schedule during this time. This is to ensure proper course 
fees, class numbers, and requirement fulfillments. Course fee letters will be sent home and 
fees need to be paid during the first nine weeks. Please see the handbook for more        
information 

Junior High Courses 
Explanation of Advanced and High School Levels 

One of the primary goals of our instructional program is to provide educational experi-
ences to meet the wide variety of needs existing in our large student population. An      
emphasis is placed on individualizing instruction in all courses to the extent possible. 

In an effort to further address our commitment to meeting the unique individual needs of 
students, a percentage of our students’ courses have been designed with different       
difficulty levels.  Factors used to determine an appropriate course placement may include 
previous grades in a given subject, academic ability as suggested through standardized 
test results and teacher recommendations.   

An explanation of the levels are as follows: Most students at Amherst Junior High will be 
appropriately placed in comprehensive courses. However, a limited number of junior high 
advanced and high school courses exist for those students who demonstrate a need for a 
more challenging course experience.  
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ADVANCED  
Advanced junior high courses are designed to meet the needs of students who are       
academically ready to take on more of a challenge. Enrollment is limited and based on   
specific academic criteria in the subject area (high academic achievement and motivation 
as exhibited by previous grades, academic ability shown through standardized tests and 
teacher recommendations). 

HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL  
High school level courses are designed to meet the needs of students who are academically 
prepared for the challenge of high school level course work. Upon completion of the 
course, high school credit will be earned.  All high school credited classes grades are    
calculated into the student’s high school GPA. 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Seventh Grade 

001701– Seventh Grade Comprehensive Language Arts 
This class covers the following Common Core Standards: vocabulary, literary terms,       
figurative language, grammar skills, punctuation, narrative/informational/argumentative 
essay writing, oral presentations, critical thinking, short stories, non-fiction, paired text, 
poetry, novels, and drama. The skills of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing are 
taught in a holistic, balanced program. These skills are necessary for Language Arts and 
are supporting skills for all other content areas. Students will read, interpret, analyze, and 
discuss fiction and nonfiction texts in a variety of forms and demonstrate knowledge 
through writing and speaking. 

001700– Seventh Grade Advanced Language Arts 
In addition to the skills and material covered in the Comprehensive Seventh Grade       
Language Arts Class, the objective of this class is to teach students disciplined and       
effective reading and writing skills necessary for success in future accelerated courses. 
Success in this course requires seriously committed students who are willing to work above 
the expectations required in a regular 7th grade Language Arts class. Each student in this 
class is expected to adhere to high standards of attendance, preparedness, participation, 
and responsibility. To enroll in this class, students will need their sixth grade language arts 
teacher’s recommendation.  

00G701- Gifted Honors Language Arts 7 
This is a challenging, fast-paced, year-long course designed for students who have        
outstanding language arts skills, a strong work ethic, and a passion for reading and writing.  
This class follows the same course of study as described in the seventh grade Common 
Core standards. However, students in this class are expected to exhibit higher-level    
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critical thinking processes through deeper questioning techniques, participation in group 
discussions, and the reading of more challenging texts. Students will be expected to read 
higher-level selections in the 7th grade literature anthology as well as works from the 8th 
grade anthology, current informational texts, and classic literature (novels, poems, and a 
Shakespeare play). Students will also study grammar, writing, research skills, and           
vocabulary from Greek and Latin roots. 

Enrollment in this course is primarily reserved for students who are identified by the 
State of Ohio as cognitively gifted and/or gifted in reading (95th percentile). Additional 
students may be admitted based upon strong teacher recommendations, evidence of     
academic achievement, and high standardized test scores. There is a mandatory summer 
reading assignment for this course, which students must complete prior to the first day of 
class as a foundation for activities during that first week and throughout the year. 

Eighth Grade 

002801- Eighth Grade Comprehensive Language Arts 
This class follows the course of study as outlined in the Eighth Grade Common Core   
Standards. Students will be required to read 5 novels over the course of the year, as well 
as a summer reading book and independent reading. The course includes a vocabulary    
program that focuses on classical Greek and Latin root words with challenging exercises. 
Students will be expected to write a variety of responses to informative/explanatory and 
narrative texts that exhibit a clear thought process and evidence of the writing process. 
The course also includes a literature book and a subscription to SCOPE magazine. Both are 
used to introduce and assess student understanding of numerous literary elements. All 
students will be challenged to exhibit independent thinking skills, which will be displayed 
and assessed through questioning, group discussions and tests. To enroll in this course  
students will need the recommendation of their seventh grade language arts teacher, 
based on academic achievement and achievement on standardized tests.  

002800– Eighth Grade Advanced Language Arts 
This class follows the course of study as outlined in the Eighth Grade Common Core   
Standards. Students will be required to read a summer reading book as well as five novels 
over the course of the year. Students will also use the Holt Elements of Literature Second 
Course book to reinforce eighth grade standards.This course continues the Classical Root 
Vocabulary program that was established in seventh grade advanced classes. SCOPE    
magazine is used for its nonfiction selections with challenging Lexile reading levels.      
Students will be expected to write a variety of responses including argumentative, narra-
tive, informative, and explanatory that exhibit evidence of a clear thought process and  
evidence of the writing process. Advanced students are required to have the self motiva-
tion to work independently, push themselves academically, complete required work thor-
oughly, and expect to be challenged. In addition, students must possess a steadfast work 
ethic and drive to succeed. Class participation, discussion and group work are essential as-
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pects of this course, as it is teacher facilitated and expected to be student driven. To  
enroll in this course, students will need the recommendation of their seventh grade       
language arts teacher based on academic achievement, and students achievement on   
standardized tests. 

00G801- Gifted Honors Language Arts 8 
This is a challenging, fast-paced, year-long course designed for students who have        
outstanding language arts skills, a strong work ethic, and a passion for reading and writing.  
This class follows the same course of study as described in the eighth grade Common Core 
standards. However, students in this class are expected to exhibit higher-level critical 
thinking processes through deeper questioning techniques, participation in group           
discussions, and the reading of more challenging texts. Students will utilize both the 8th 
grade and 9th grade literature anthologies along with current informational texts, classic 
novels, poems, and a Shakespeare play. Additionally, students will study grammar, writing,         
research skills, and vocabulary from Greek and Latin roots. Upon successful completion of 
the course, students will be prepared to enter Honors English 9 at Steele. Please note that 
if your child chooses not to take Honors English 9 as a freshman, he/she will repeat some 
material during his/her freshman year. 

Enrollment in this course is primarily reserved for students who are identified by the 
State of Ohio as cognitively gifted and/or gifted in reading (95th percentile) and have 
successfully completed Gifted/Honors ELA7. Additional students may be admitted based 
upon strong teacher recommendations, evidence of academic achievement, and high    
standardized test scores. There is a mandatory summer reading assignment for this 
course, which students must complete prior to the first day of class as a foundation for 
activities during that first week and throughout the year. 

MATHEMATICS 

Seventh Grade 

001711– Seventh Grade Comprehensive Mathematics 
Math 7 covers all of the 7th grade Common Core Standards.  This course consists of 6 
units : 
1. Ratios and Proportional Relationships 
2. Rational Numbers 
3. Expressions and Equations 
4. Geometry 
5. Statistics 
6. Probability 
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This course is a comprehensive course.  It provides an in-depth study of the 7th grade 
Common Core Standards.  This course is designed for the majority of the 7th grade     
students. 

002710- Seventh Grade Advanced Mathematics 
Advanced Math 7 covers all of the 7th grade Common Core Standards and half of the 8th 
grade Common Core Standards. Standards are not cut or skipped but compacted requiring 
students to move at a faster pace. This course consists of four units: Rational Numbers 
and Exponents, Proportionality and Linear Relationships, Introduction to Sampling and    
Inference, and Creating, Comparing, and Analyzing Geometric Figures. This class is        
designed for students who show advanced readiness in mathematics and can handle the 
rigorous pace of the class. It prepares the students for the possibility of enrolling in    
Algebra 1 in 8th grade for high school credit. The prerequisite for this year-long course is 
math achievement scores and 6th grade teacher recommendations 

000810- Algebra I
This is a first year algebra course in which students will learn to reason symbolically. The 
key content involves ratios and proportions, percents, writing, solving, and graphing linear 
and quadratic equations, including systems of two linear equations with two unknowns. 
Quadratic equations are solved by factoring, completing the square, graphically, or by    
application of the quadratic formula. The course also includes the study of monomial and 
polynomial expressions, inequalities, exponents, exponential functions, rational expressions 
and rational functions. Algebraic skills are applied in a wide variety of problem-solving   
situations. Upon completion, the student will earn high school credit and their letter 
grade will be applied to the High School GPA. To be enrolled in this class as a 7th 
grader depends on math achievement scores and teacher recommendations. 

Eighth Grade 

002815– Eighth Grade Comprehensive Mathematics 
Comprehensive Math 8 focuses on the areas of the 8th grade Common Core standards in 
preparation for Algebra 1 in 9th grade. The key content involves the number system,     
expressions and equations, functions, geometry, and statistics. This class is designed for 
students who show comprehensive levels of readiness in mathematics and can handle the 
rigorous pace of the class.  It prepares the student for enrolling in Algebra 1 in 9th 
grade. The prerequisite for this year-long course is Comprehensive Math 7 

000810– Algebra I  
This is a first year algebra course in which students will learn to reason symbolically. The 
key content involves ratios and proportions, percents, writing, solving, and graphing linear 
and quadratic equations, including systems of two linear equations with two unknowns. 
Quadratic equations are solved by factoring, completing the square, graphically, or by    
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application of the quadratic formula. The course also includes the study of monomial and 
polynomial expressions, inequalities, exponents, exponential functions, rational expressions 
and rational functions. Algebraic skills are applied in a wide variety of problem-solving   
situations. Upon successful completion of the course the student will earn one high school 
credit. The prerequisite for taken this year-long course is Advanced  Math 7 and a teacher 
recommendation. Upon completion, the student will earn high school credit and their 
letter grade will be applied to the High School GPA. 

000238- Advanced Geometry 
This course covers the required concepts of geometry including definitions, postulates and 
theorems. The key content includes tools and language of geometry, reasoning and proof, 
parallel and perpendicular lines, congruent triangles, relationships within triangles,       
polygons and quadrilaterals, similarity, right triangles and trigonometry, transformations, 
area, surface area and volume, circles and probability. Algebraic concepts and techniques 
are integrated and emphasized throughout the course to aid in the understanding of   
geometric concepts and applications, and to reinforce proficiency in algebraic skills.  The   
prerequisite for this yearlong course is successfully completing Algebra I and a teacher                   
recommendation. Upon completion, the student will earn high school credit and their 
letter grade will be applied to the High School GPA. 

SCIENCE 

Seventh Grade 

001721– Seventh Grade Science 
Seventh grade science students will focus on interactions between and in systems.  Found 
in the physical science standards, students will be introduced to the Periodic Table of the 
Elements.  Students will learn how the table is organized and the characteristics of the 
elements.  They will use these characteristics to discuss how the elements bond.  Students 
will also study the types of energy and how energy is transferred between forms and  
within systems. This transfer happens in living and non-living things through photosynthe-
sis and other processes.  

Students have many Earth Science standards throughout the year.  They will learn about 
the different spheres on Earth and how energy transfers between them in biogeochemical 
cycles.  This transfer of energy affects different climates and forms many biomes on 
Earth.  Students will also learn how interactions with the sun and moon affect the Earth 
causing jet streams, ocean currents, and tides which affect climates and biomes.   

001720– Seventh Grade Advanced Science 
Seventh grade advanced science students will focus on more in-depth knowledge and      
understanding of the following topics: 
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The interactions within the periodic table of elements such as: the first two  
periods of the table, the structure and function of the periodic table.  
The neutralization processes in acids and bases, environmental aspects of acid rain,  
ocean acidification and the importance of soil testing processes in farming.  
  
The different forms of potential energy, mathematical computation skills  
calculating potential and kinetic energy as well as work. Electrical energy will   
involving the use of resistors, capacitors and diodes in labs and a scientific  
understanding of how they are used in electronic devices. A Rube Goldberg type  
device designated by the students and will be built using the different energy  
forms. 

The groundwater contamination and past groundwater cases that have occurred in  
the United States such as: Love Canal, Fernald, Times Beach Missouri. Students will 
investigate current clean up methods of the contaminants.The processes of photosynthesis 
and respiration, and the chemical processes responsible for each. Labs involving these  
processes will be studied in depth. Biogeochemical cycles of water, carbon, nitrogen, oxy-
gen and phosphorus. And the importance of each of these cycles for living organisms on 
Earth. 

Eighth Grade 

002821– Eighth Grade Science 
We will begin the year by reviewing general science lab guidelines and procedures. That will 
primarily be review for the students. We will then move into more challenging topics as we 
examine topics such as: 

Earth science/Geology with investigations into earthquakes and volcanoes.  
Learning the rock cycle and identifying specific rock samples will be a part of this  
unit. In addition, we will focus on weathering, erosion and the geographical  
landscapes each creates. 

Forces and motion, including Newton’s Laws will include many formulas and math  
calculations. There are some calculators to loan, but it would be beneficial for your  
child to have their own calculator for class.Thermal energy, waves, sound and light will also 
include some formulas and math  
problems. 

Life sciences, including identifying parts of a cell and their purposes. In class,  
students will have the opportunity to use microscopes to better understand the  
different structures and functions of cells. A small section of genetics will be  
incorporated in studies as well. 
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002820– Eighth Grade Advanced Science 
We will begin the year by reviewing general science lab guidelines and procedures. This will 
primarily be review for the students. We will then move into more challenging topics as we 
examine topics such as:  

Earth Science will include Geology with investigations into earthquakes and    
volcanoes. In addition, students will identify convergent, divergent and transform   
boundaries and differentiate between P waves, S waves and Surface waves.    
Students will also focus on weathering, erosion and the geographical landscapes it   
creates.  

Forces and motion will combine types of forces (balanced and unbalanced) Newton’s   
3 Laws paired with formulas and math calculations. There are some calculators   
available to loan, but it would be beneficial for your child to have their own    
calculator for class. As a paired reading the Advanced students will read the novel,   
October Sky. 

Thermal energy, waves, sound and light will also include some formulas and math   
problems.  

Life sciences, including identifying parts of a cell and their purposes. In class, your   
student will have the opportunity to use microscopes to better understand the   
different structures and functions of cells. A small section of genetics will be   
incorporated to our studies as well.  

HISTORY 

Seventh Grade 

001731– Seventh Grade Comprehensive World History 
This class follows the same course of study as described in the Seventh Grade Ohio New 
Learning Standards.  The theme of this course is world studies from 750 BC to 1600 AD. 
Civilizations ranging from ancient Greece to those of the first global age are studied. 
Strands include history, geography, government and economics with a focus on literacy. We 
will read one historical novel in this class during the year. 
  
001730- Seventh Grade Advanced World History 
This class follows the same course of study as described in the 7th Grade Ohio New 
Learning Standards. The theme of this course is world studies from 750 BC to 1600 AD. 
Civilizations ranging from ancient Greece to those of the first global age are studied. 
Strands include history, geography, government and economics with a focus on literacy. We 
will read one historical novel in this class which is a higher Lexile level than the novel in the 
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Comprehensive course. Tests in the advanced class will not have word banks and they will 
have more extensive essay questions with the understanding that a higher standard will be 
used to grade those essays. As a prerequisite to this class, students will need to meet 
higher standards in the area of academic achievement, achievement on standardized tests, 
and have teacher recommendations. 

Eighth Grade 

002831– Eighth Grade Comprehensive United States History 
This class follows the same course of study as described in the Eighth Grade Ohio New 
Learning Standards.  The theme of this course is U.S. History starting with the first 
Americans and ending with the Reconstruction and its aftermath.  Strands include history, 
geography, government and economics with a focus on literacy.  Students will be required 
to read two historical novels to support the course’s content.   

002830- Eighth Grade Advanced United States History 
This class follows the same course of study as described in the Eighth Grade Ohio New 
Learning Standards.  The theme of this course is U.S. History starting with the first 
Americans and ending with the Reconstruction and its aftermath.  Strands include history, 
geography, government and economics with a focus on literacy.  Students will be required 
to read two historical novels, with higher Lexile ranges than the novels in the              
comprehensive class, to support the course’s content.  The tests in the advanced class will 
not have word banks and they will have more extensive essay questions.  Essay questions 
will also be graded at a higher standard than the comprehensive class.  Advanced students 
will also be required to complete several research projects during the year.  To enroll in 
this class, students will need to meet high standards in the area of academic achievement, 
achievement on the standardized tests, and have teacher recommendations.   

ELECTIVE CLASSES 

Topics in Exploratory classes try to create new interests and encourage students to      
explore new ideas. Exploratory classes help students discover their unique abilities,      
talents and interests, thus preparing students for adult life. Classes try to build upon skills 
in all subject areas. Students are encouraged to discover new opportunities to provide 
learning experiences to meet individual needs. Elective Departments include, Art, Health, 
Physical Education, Music and Foreign Languages in Spanish and French  

* Denotes required class that must be taken.  
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ART 

007840– Art Technologies* 
Modern society is increasingly influenced by rapidly advancing technologies. It is            
absolutely necessary for our citizens to understand technology if they are to function as 
informed voters, productive workers, and wise consumers of technological products and 
services. The primary goal of this course is to provide students with a variety of computer 
skills that will be useful in school and into future careers outside of school.  Art         
Technology Class is an exploratory course in Junior High. Emphasis will be placed on    
learning computer tools that will be useful as students complete work for other classes, 
developing higher-level thinking skills and producing creativity that will be used in     
everyday lives inside and outside of the educational setting. This is a semester course. 

000860 – Visual Arts* 
Visual Arts classes at AJH are scheduled in 9 week segments.  Your student will come 
every day to Art in their scheduled 9 weeks for 48 minutes.  Seventh and Eighth grades 
are mixed, but classes are predominantly seventh graders as it is a required seventh grade 
class; as an eighth grade elective subject it is subject to teacher and guidance approval.  
Classes are very “hands on.”  In a relaxed environment students are instructed, in the 
practice of creating value, perspective, color, and design in both two dimensional and three 
dimensional art work.  Students are exposed to conceptual, political, and abstract expres-
sionist fine art.  They are also introduced to the many careers available using art skills.  

This class include instruction in the use of drafting tools, drawing with pencil, chalk,     
sanguine and charcoal, printing in both intaglio and relief, and painting with water based 
paints, and inks.  Three dimensional work is most often completed in plaster and clay. A 
student fee of $12 covers all the supplies, including a sketchbook which is used daily. 
Grading is based on a portfolio of both completed and incomplete art at the end of the 
nine weeks. Students are graded on their effort and individual improvement.  
We are very proud of the many national, state and local awards that we have won over the 
last 15 years. This class may be taken more than once.  

HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION and OTHER ELECTIVES 

000873– Eighth Grade Health* 
The class is in semester form and is offered to eighth grade students only. The health 
curriculum is designed to help students accept responsibility for their own lifestyles and 
personal decisions. Areas covered will include health wellness, nutrition and exercise, STDs 
and other diseases, AIDS education, emotional health, substance abuse, human sexuality, 
and other teen issues. If you are enrolled in a foreign language and band, Health is not a 
required course. Upon completion the student will earn high school credit and their  
letter grade will be applied to the High School GPA.  
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000870- Physical Education* 
Physical Education is based on the Ohio Physical Education Standards and Assessments. 
Students can achieve the standards through a variety of units and activities that could 
and may include team sports, leisure sports and fitness. Team sports may include activities 
such as flag football, ultimate frisbee, basketball. soccer, volleyball, speedball and     
baseball/softball. Leisure sports may include activities such as archery, golf, rock wall 
climbing and recreational activities. Physical fitness will encompass the components of 
muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility and cardiovascular endurance.  

The students will be assessed by different means according to the standards that are   
being evaluated. The assessments may include written research reports or projects,    
written test and quizzes, skills tests, visual observations and evaluations. The students 
grade in Physical Education will include the state standards assessments as well as         
cooperative behavior/sportsmanship, participation/effort and proper attire. This class 
may be taken more than once. 

000846- Intro to Family and Consumer Sciences (Eighth Grade only)* 
This class is formerly known as Life Skills.Through various teaching methods students will 
learn about Personal Development.  The objective is for these students to appreciate who 
they are and their differences, and also to respect others for their differences.  Learning 
skills for success through goal setting, communication skills and developing a sense of civic 
responsibility is another focus of this class.  Students will learn about careers and the 
economics related to staying in school. Financial literacy is also covered with students 
learning about money management, being wise consumers, budgeting, saving, investing, and 
how to manage a checking account. 

Part of being a wise consumer includes recycling, reducing and reusing.  During our Sewing 
Unit students will learn to repair clothing as well has how to use a sewing machine.  Our 
semester ends with our Food and Nutrition Unit.  During this unit students will learn safe 
food handling and practices that sustain the environment. This unit will also directly relate 
to our Money Management unit as we focus on food budgets and the economic savings    
related to cooking at home. Students will learn about nutrition and how to make healthy   
lifestyle choices.  Cooking fundamentals and meal management will be learned during   
cooking labs and will be reinforced at home while completing a project. If you are enrolled 
in a  foreign language and band, Intro to Family and Consumer Sciences is not a required 
course. 

000MK7- Music Appreciation  
See Music Program for description  
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

000SP8- Spanish 1(Eighth Grade only)                                                      
Spanish 1 curriculum follows the Ohio State Standards for World Languages. The course is 
a rigorous course that covers the fundamentals of the Spanish language and incorporates 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking to obtain these fundamentals. Spanish 1             
encourages students to converse with correct grammatical structure and implement a 
large array of vocabulary. Students will build a vocabulary using correct spelling and     
pronunciation. This class will require practice and sufficient effort on the part of the  
student to master the presented vocabulary and grammatical points. The culture of    
Spanish-speaking countries is also a focus during class. 

This course corresponds to Spanish 1 at Amherst Steele High School and meets High 
School Spanish 1 requirements. The course is High School credit and is included in the 
student's GPA and transcript. This is a year long course and does have a comprehensive 
Final Exam at the conclusion. 

000FR7- Introduction to French and 000FR8- Continuing French 
French is a year-long course offered as high school credit for French 1. 
Students in 7th grade take French 1A (Intro to French) for one semester and students in 
8th grade take French 1B (Continuing French) for one semester. No previous knowledge of 
French is needed to start French 1A. For French 1B, the prerequisite is completing French 
1A. 

Both parts of this course focus on language acquisition and the study of the culture in 
French-speaking countries around the world. The students are expected to develop   
speaking, reading and writing skills in the target language. The 7th grade students are   
introduced to basic vocabulary and conversational phrases. Some of the topics studied in 
French 1A include: greetings, the family, the school day, descriptions, numbers, the  
weather, telling time, likes and dislikes. Some of the grammar concepts introduced in 
French 1A are irregular verbs, the gender of nouns, articles and adjectives, and agreement 
in gender and number. The study of culture highlights significant customs and celebrations 
of francophone countries around the globe, and includes comparisons between the     
American and French cultures.   

In 8th grade, the study of vocabulary and grammar is more intense and in-depth. Topics 
such as clothing, food and traveling are discussed, together with the conjugation of the 
three groups of regular verbs. There is consistent expectation that students continue to 
improve their ability to communicate in French orally and in writing, and also expand their 
knowledge of the culture of French-speaking countries. 

THE MUSIC PROGRAM 
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000MK7- Music Appreciation  
This is a nine week class in which students will learn about music of different styles, time 
periods, and cultures. Students will learn how to read and write music and how to play the 
piano. Students are expected to complete in-class written assignments, including        
worksheets, compositions, and one larger project. Students will not be required to sing and 
do not need any prior experience reading music or playing instruments. 

000885 – Choir 
Choir is singing. Students are expected to sing every day in this class and will be graded 
based on participation, not quality of singing. Students are also expected to complete one 
in-class worksheet or evaluation per week. Each semester, there will be 1-3 mandatory 
performances outside of school hours. The performance dates will be communicated to 
students and parents on the first day of class. Any student may enroll in this class,        
regardless of talent or singing experience, as long as they are willing to sing. If you are 
enrolled in semester Choir and wish to be enrolled in full year Choir, a request must be 
made in writing to your guidance counselor by November 22. The same rule applies to those 
students enrolled in full year Choir and wanting to enroll in semester choir. 

Seventh Grade 

000780- Seventh Grade Band         
Seventh Grade Band is a non auditioning group that continues skills from the 6th grade 
year. Band is open to any student who can satisfactorily perform on a flute, oboe, clarinet, 
bass clarinet, bassoon, alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, trumpet, 
french horn, baritone, trombone, tuba, or percussion . The focus of this course is to      
develop skills as individual players and as ensemble musicians. Students will refine posture, 
intonation and rhythm skills as well as expand their knowledge of major and minor scales 
through the study of quality literature.  *A change in a student's schedule after the first 
week of school will only be considered after student and parent(s) conference with the 
band director and guidance counselor. A student who moves into the district and has 
played in his/her previous district will be permitted to join mid-year. A student who moves 
into the district without prior experience on an instrument will only be added at the      
discretion of the director 

0B7885- Seventh Grade Band and Choir 
A student may be enrolled in band and choir during the same period. The days they attend 
will alternate. 

000790-Seventh Grade Orchestra 
Seventh Grade orchestra is a non auditioning group that continues skills from the 6th 
grade year. Orchestra is open to any student who can satisfactorily perform on a violin, 
viola, cello, or string bass. The focus of this course is to develop skills as individual players 
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and as ensemble musicians. Students will refine posture, intonation and rhythm skills as 
well as expand their knowledge of major and minor scales through the study of quality   
literature.  *A change in a student's schedule after the first week of school will only be 
considered after student and parent(s) conference with the orchestra director and    
guidance counselor. A student who moves into the district and has played in his/her      
previous district will be permitted to join mid-year. A student who moves into the district 
without prior experience on an instrument will only be added at the discretion of the     
director. 

0OC790- Seventh Grade Orchestra and Choir 
A student may be enrolled in band and choir during the same period. The days they attend 
will alternate. 

Eighth Grade 

82800- Eighth Grade Band                                                      
Eighth Grade Band is a non audition group that continues skills from the 7th grade year. 
Band is open to any student who can satisfactorily perform on a flute, oboe, clarinet, bass 
clarinet, bassoon, alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, trumpet, french 
horn, baritone, trombone, tuba, or percussion. The focus of this course is to develop skills 
as individual players and as ensemble musicians. Students will refine posture, intonation 
and rhythm skills as well as expand their knowledge of major and minor scales through the 
study of quality literature. *A change in a student's schedule after the first week of 
school will only be considered after student and parent(s) conference with the band      
director and guidance counselor. A student who moves into the district and has played in 
his/her previous district will be permitted to join mid-year. A student who moves into the   
district without prior experience on an instrument will only be added at the discretion of 
the director. 

0BC880- Eighth Grade Band and Choir 
A student may be enrolled in band and choir during the same period. The days they attend 
will alternate. 

AFTER SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAMS 

Jazz Band is offered during the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th quarters. Jazz Band is open to 7th and 
8th grade alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, trumpet, trombone,   
electric guitar, bass guitar, piano, vibraphone, or drum set player. Auditions may be needed 
if more than one drum set, guitar, bass guitar or piano player is interested. Rehearsals for 
Jazz Band are after school.  
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Flute Ensemble is offered during the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th quarters. Flute ensemble is a non 
auditioning group. Members need to be up to date in skill level as it applies to their grade. 
Flute ensemble consists of grades 7-12 and may include flutists from other districts.    
Rehearsals for Flute Ensemble are after school. 

Academic Review 

Academic Review is designated as an organizational time period for all students.  This class 
will be used to talk to teachers if available, ask questions, work on homework, read silently, 
participate in small group interventions as requested by a teacher and/or participate in 
test preparation. 

Special Education Services 

Students with disabilities are eligible for special education programs and related services.  
Eligibility is determined by a team of educators, following an individual multi-factored 
evaluation of the student.  An IEP, or Individualized Education Program, is developed for 
each eligible student.  The program may include any combination of courses in the general 
education or special education programs. 
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