
Why Take Advanced 
Placement Courses?
Your options in preparing for the future



Benefits of an AP Course
1. Preparation for college level work

2. College admissions look for AP credits, 
even before GPA or class rank

3. Earn transferable college credits 
nationwide through the AP Exam



Advanced Placement students, with qualifying scores, consistently 
and significantly perform at a higher level in their subject area.  

    
 

 



Results of Large Studies of AP in Texas (2007)*
Students with similar SAT/ACT scores and economic backgrounds do better in 
college if they have taken the AP courses and exams

AP students do better in college than similar students who have taken college 
courses in high school.

AP students did better in the next-level courses than non-AP students who took 
university introductory courses.

Even a score of 2 out of a possible 5 points on an AP exam correlates with better 
college performance than that achieved by students who did not take AP

Students who FAILED AP courses in high school, STILL did better than non-AP 
peers in college courses.

*http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/01/28/AR2007012801238.html?noredirect=on



Advanced
Placement 
vs 
Dual Enrollment 
(CCP) 



Higher Ed Perspectives on AP
Admissions counselors consistently tell us that good grades and academic rigor are 
the most important factors when schools evaluate applications.  Even over 
standardized test scores! 

--Princeton Review

Students who take AP courses are more likely to succeed in college.
-- Denise Pope, a senior lecturer at the Stanford Graduate School of Education

If you pass the AP test at the end of the school year (meaning you get a 3 or higher), 
you will be eligible to receive college credit for that test.

-- Prep Scholar, Halle Edwards (graduated from Stanford University with honors)

Eighty-five percent of selective colleges and universities report that a student’s AP 
experience favorably impacts admission decisions.

--College Board

https://www.princetonreview.com/academic-tutoring


Ohio Universities’ Perspectives on AP’s Impact
We look for students who have been successful in a variety of challenging 
courses, especially those that are above and beyond what’s required for 
graduation. And we understand every school is different, so we evaluate your 
transcript specifically against your high school's curriculum.

-- Case Western Reserve University Admissions Website

The Ohio State University looks for “high school performance (class rank or GPA), 
including participation in accelerated programs like Honors, AP and IB; Ohio State 
does not have minimum requirements for class rank or GPA.”

--The Ohio State University Admissions Website. 



Ohio Universities’ Admissions Requirements
Ohio University 
“Undergraduate Admissions operates 
on a holistic, selective review and looks 
for evidence of academic preparation 
in a strong college-preparatory 
curriculum when reviewing applications 
for admission. We consider the 
following criteria:

● Strength of curriculum
● Performance in curriculum
● Class rank
● Grade point average
● ACT and/or SAT scores”

AP Credit Yes

Dual Credit No

Credit for Life Experiences No

College of Wooster 



AP Courses Offered at Steele, 2019-2020

AP United States History
● 10th Grade

AP English Language and 
Composition

● 11th Grade

AP United States Government 
and Politics

● 11th Grade

AP Studio Art
● 11th or 12th Grade

AP Chemistry
● 11th or 12th Grade

AP Biology
● 11th or 12th Grade

AP Physics/AP Calculus
● 11th or 12th Grade

AP European History
● 12 Grade

AP English Literature and 
Composition

● 12th Grade



AP United States History
● Integrated with Honors English 10

● Examines the nation’s political, diplomatic, 
intellectual, cultural, social, and economic 
history from 1491 to the present 

● Discussion, debate, role-playing activities, 
primary and secondary source analysis 

● Historical reasoning skills
○ Contextualization, Comparison, Causation, 

Continuity and Change over time 



AP Government and Politics
Focus:

Institutions, Policy, Civil Rights and Civic Responsibilities, Economics*

Skills developed:

Application of Theory with in-class Simulations

Critical Reading of Texts

Analysis/Synthesis Writing

Interpretation of Data



AP Studio Art
This class will require intense focus and work - both in and out of class.  In addition to developing a portfolio, students will 
be expected to photograph and catalogue images of their work, participate in critiques, keep an original visual reference 
file/sketchbook for developing ideas, study artists, art-movements and terminology.

AP Studio Art does not have a written exam, instead students are expected to create a strong 24 piece 2D design or 
Drawing portfolio to submit to the College Board in May.  Completing the AP portfolio may result in Advanced Placement 
credit at the institution the student chooses to attend after High School, but does not guarantee it.  It will, however, help the 
student to have a strong portfolio to submit for admissions and scholarship opportunities.

Structure of the portfolio:   24 Total Pieces = 12 Concentration + 12 Breadth (the five Quality pieces are taken from this 
group and sent to AP Central for grading - the remaining 19 pieces are submitted digitally.)  

Contents of the Portfolio:  Students will focus on the principles of design, drawing and painting.  Student’s may also 
experiment with printmaking, mixed media, photography, digital work and other forms of 2-dimensional expression.



AP Language and Composition
Focus: Engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts 
and encourages them to emerge as skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. 

Skills developed: 

Emphasis is placed upon critical thinking skills.

Students will learn how to identify and utilize rhetorical strategies and techniques in writing. 

Students will work on improving oral communication skills through debate, discussion, socratic seminar, 
and group projects/presentations.

The course requires higher-level analysis when writing about and discussing texts (both nonfiction and 
fiction).



AP Chemistry
● Equivalent to the general chemistry course common to first year of college

● Will support future advanced coursework in chemistry 

● Cultivate understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based investigations

● Topics: 

atomic structure intermolecular forces 

chemical reactions kinetics

thermodynamics equilibrium

bonding



AP Biology

AP Biology is an intensive course 
designed to be the equivalent of a two semester introductory biology course 
taken in college. 
● Develop an understanding of biological concepts, not just an accumulation of 

facts. 
● Understand and appreciate the science of biology as a 

process and a personal experience in scientific inquiry 
that develops problem solving and critical thinking skills.

● Improve laboratory skills: graphing, mathematical 
modeling, data analysis, hypothesis testing, and engaging 
audiences & conveying enthusiasm when presenting.



AP Physics and AP Calculus
Focus: Conceptual and analytical mastery of introductory Calculus & 
Mechanics/Physics. 

Skills developed:

Conceptual grasp of both Newtonian Physics principles and mathematics of 
Calculus

Rigorous problem-solving analysis and solutions

Application of Calculus in Physics

Strong preparation for students intending college majors in STEM fields



AP European History
● Integrated with AP English Literature and Composition

Focus:
European History and Literature from the Origins of Humanity through the 
Present Day, Source Analysis, Integration of History and Literature

Skills developed:
College-level analysis/synthesis

Source interpretation

Interdisciplinary Approach to Humanities

College-level writing



AP English Literature and Composition
● Integrated with AP European History

Focus: 
Learn to analyze and interpret European literature through the careful reading and 
critical analysis of representative works from various genres and historical periods.

Skills developed:
Learn to read critically as you experience great literary works, interpret those texts, 
and evaluate their quality and artistic value.

Develop your writing skills as you express your ideas and analysis in analytical 
and argumentative essays and compositions as well as creative projects.

Conduct research to support your own interpretations and evaluations of literary 
works.

Engage in daily Socratic Seminars


